
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 29, 2019 
 
 
 
Mary McGuire, Senior Warden 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
3 Main Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
 
Dear Mary: 
 

This letter, once countersigned below, will confirm the understanding between the 
Town of Middlebury (the “Town”) and St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church (the “Church”) 
regarding the construction of a fence adjacent to the Church, which is located at 3 Main 
Street in Middlebury. 

 
Although the Church is owned and operated by the Trustees of the Diocese of 

Vermont, the underlying land is a part of the Middlebury Town Green, which is owned by 
the Town.  The voters of the Town authorized the original construction of the Church by a 
Town Meeting vote in 1825, and have approved various expansions to the building at 
subsequent Town Meetings. 

 
The Church now proposes to construct a fence to restrict access to a small “alcove” 

area located between wings of the Church building, which contains water and electrical 
facilities.  A sketch map showing the proposed location of the fence is attached as Exhibit A 
to this letter.   

 
Because the alcove area is already occupied and controlled by the Church pursuant 

to the pre-existing Town approvals, the Town has concluded that no additional authorization 
from the voters is needed in order for the Church to construct the proposed fence.  The 
Town has also confirmed, through its Zoning and Planning Office, that construction of the 
fence will not require a Town Zoning Permit. 

 
By signing below, the Church acknowledges that it will be solely responsible for all 

costs associated with construction and maintenance of the fence.  It further acknowledges 
that construction of additional fences or other structures or improvements outside of the 



existing footprint of the Church will not be permitted without the Town’s express approval, 
which may require voter approval at Town Meeting if deemed necessary by the Town and 
its counsel. 
 
 

       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Kathleen Swinington Ramsay 

Town Manager and duly 
authorized agent 

 
 
 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church hereby acknowledges and agrees to the matters set 

forth in this letter. 
 
 
 
Dated: _________________, 2019   ______________________________ 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, by its 
duly authorized agent 

 


